
LINDSAY FALCK                                                                           

One of the most remarkable people I have known. 

With Lindsay Falck’s passing this month, we lost not only a great friend, but someone who touched 

thousands of students and professionals across the world. He was not only unique as a teacher, but must 

be regarded, to quote Tony Santos, “A truly remarkable man with so many talents and a faith in life and 

work that never waned.” He goes on to say, “I will never forget him and nor will those who knew him and 

were inspired by him. It’s more than the end of a remarkable life. It’s the end of the kind of man he was, 

he embodied the best qualities of that generation. There will not be another one like it.” 

Lindsay inspired many thousands and was loved by all who knew him. What he offered was more than 

fine teaching. Rather, the whole man represented an approach to life that was uplifting and edifying. He 

exhibited fortitude, kindness, and a giant intelligence for making. He was one of those rare people who 

could visualize the details of unimagined things. Coupled with this was his outstanding ability to craft 

things. This was his enthusiasm for, not only sailing, but the performance of a sailing craft through design. 

Similarly, anything mechanical grabbed his interest. He put together much of his old row house in 

Philadelphia with the same interest, not using conventional methods, but Lindsay ones. He was a superb 

draftsman, delighting in the work of hand and eye. Lindsay became well known for his Case Studies at 

Penn. One of the models that resulted has been presented to the Yale Center for British Art.  Lindsay 

received the 2005 and 2013 G. Holmes Perkins Awards for “Distinguished Teaching by a member of the 

associated faculty” He also taught classes at Drexel University, adjacent to Penn. 

Lindsay’s students, numbering over 4 000 taught during his career, all without exception remember his 

teaching not only for its content, but also for the way they learned to approach creative work. The 

extraordinary thing is that he could remember details of student work done as far back as 1971 and 1972 

and talk about these students from so many years ago. His dedication to his work inevitably impacted me 

and all who were associated in the professional field. 

Lindsay graduated from the University of Cape Town, with both baccalaureate and master’s degrees, 

taught there, and as full professor and later as Dean, directed the school with insight and care. He 

received the University of Cape Town’s Distinguished Teacher award. As a young man, he constructed 

his house in Cape Town, by hand, having started construction while still a student. He practiced as an 

architect and also worked as Partner with Revel Fox and Partners to construct the highly acclaimed BP 

Centre in Cape Town, among several other noteworthy projects. He travelled between Cape Town and 

Philadelphia, beginning in 1983, teaching at the University of Pennsylvania, until he finally joined the 

faculty there and was appointed to a full-time position in 1986. He served for a period as Assistant Dean. 

Given his broad understanding of his subject, he taught in both Architecture and Landscape Architecture. 

He worked with the Historic Preservation program there on fascinating and original projects in Turkey, 

Egypt, and Bolivia, designing special equipment for archaeological work. He accompanied his mud-wall 

extracting machine to Turkey in order to withdraw, intact, a section of an ancient wall.  

Lindsay is survived by his wife Karen and their two children, Ailsa and Toren, born in Philadelphia and 

four children with his first wife, Rose: Carl, Kevin, Ingrid and Alan, born in South Africa. He is remembered 

by his close friends with special affection and sadness at his departure. Farewell Lindsay! We will miss 

your chuckle. 

Dennis Playdon, Philadelphia, May 2020 


