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PRACTICE ADVISORY – May 2013 

 

Registered Persons signing Plans for Municipal Submission of which they were not the 
Author 

 

The signing of plans of which the signatory is not genuinely the author is a serious breach of the 
SACAP Code of Professional Conduct, and conduct of this kind arguably amounts to criminal 
fraud. In the past, the Cape Institute for Architecture has taken action against members who 
have improperly ‘sold’ their signatures for the purpose of assisting non- or insufficiently-qualified 
persons in obtaining municipal approval of plans. 

 

1. The CIA Code of Ethics stipulates under Rule 4.1.2 that members shall “Uphold the 
dignity and integrity of the profession”. In the explanatory notes to these Rules, the Code 
specifically states that “Members should ... not sign drawings, specifications, 
reports, or other professional work for which they do not have responsible 
control”. 

 

The Task Team is of the view that “responsible control” requires that the signatory must be in a 
position to direct and manage the production of the design and technical documentation, taking 
full responsibility for same. This can only effectively be done if s/he is the actual author, or if the 
work is done under his supervision as the employer of the author (whether full-time or on a 
contracted basis or otherwise). The signatory must have supervised the compilation of the 
drawing in all aspects and be fully prepared to accept all liability that may follow from signing 
these plans. The signatory, in fact, takes over the authorship of the designs and drawings 
together with all the responsibilities that flow from this. 

 

2. The SACAP Code of Professional Conduct stipulates (amongst other provisions which 
would also be applicable to this conduct) that “A Registered Person shall only sign or 
otherwise identify as having been issued by him/her any building plan or 
document of which he/she or his/her Architectural Practice is the bona fide author 
or where such building plan or document has been prepared under his/her direct 
supervision” (Rule 4.3). 

 

This is equally clear as definitely prohibiting this conduct and could carry serious penalties 
including, perhaps, cancellation of registration and the prohibiting of further practice as an 
architectural professional. 
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It should also be noted that it is our opinion that these clauses, read together with certain 
others, equally prohibit persons registered in the Pr.S.Arch.T, Pr.Arch.T and Pr.Arch.D 
categories from employing persons registered in more senior categories in order to obtain a 
right to submit plans to which they would otherwise not be entitled. This is because an 
employee/subcontractor of another cannot be said to be in a position to properly exercise 
“supervision” or “responsible control” over the products of the practice or person which employs 
him/her, irrespective of the relative seniority of his registration. 

 

In conclusion, the Task Team is of the view that members of the Institute who become aware of 
such conduct should report it to the CIA Ethics Committee (if the signatory is a member of the 
CIA) and/or to SACAP for disciplinary action. Equally it would plainly be unlawful for any 
municipal authority to approve plans which it was aware of as having been signed in such a 
fashion. 

 

 

Any enquiries on this matter may be directed to Michael Bester, 021-685 2913 (w). 

 


